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Items of Interest on Arkansas
The general surface of Arkansas is an
inclined plane, with a gentle slope from
north to south or southeast.
In the western part of the state is
Mount Magazine, with an altitude of 2,823
feet, the highest elevation in the state,
and said to be the highest point between
the Rockies and the Alleghanies.
The uplands constitute about two-fifths
of the area of the state.
Arkansas has numbers of springs which
have so great a flow that they furnish
power for operating mills and factories;
Mammoth Spring, in Fulton County, is
the largest and best known in the state.
The two national forest reserves contain
about 1,000,000 acres.
The stand of pine in Arkansas is esti-
mated to be about thirty billion feet.
At the time of the Louisiana Purchase
there were less than three hundred white
people in the area now included in Ar-
kansas.
In the upland regions, where there is a
good subsoil, all cereals are successfully
grown.
Large crops of hay and alfalfa are
grown, especially in the valleys of the
Eed and White rivers.
Apples, peaches, strawberries, water-
melons and cantaloupes are grown in
large quantities for shipment to the great
markets of the country.
Among other crops the most important
are potatoes, onions, cabbages; various
kinds of nuts, especially peanuts, pecans,
and walnuts, are a valuable product, and
supply a growing market.
The most important manufacturing in-
dustry is the making of lumber and lum-
ber products: the saw and lumber mills
of the state represent a total investment
of $80,000,000.
The manufacture of cottonseed oil and
cotton-cake is of considerable importance.
Flour and grist milling and rice mill-
ing and polishing employ many workers.
There are 3,000 miles of navigable
rivers in the state.
 The manufacture of pearl buttons from
mussel shells was at one time an import-
ant industry.
Whetstones and antimony ore are pro-
duced in very large quantities.
Niloak is the name of artistic pottery
produced from the clay of Saline County.
Building stones, including blue and
gray granite, marble, limestone and slate,
are among the most important mineral
resources.
A block of marble sent to Washington
to be used in the Washington Monument
is said to be the first piece of marble
shipped out of the state.
Persons distinguished in the history of
the state include de Soto, Marquette, La
Salle, de Tonti, de la Harpe, Isaac Mur-
phy, Elisha Baxter, Joseph Brooks.
Questions on Arkansas
What is the area of Arkansas? How
does it compare with that of Texas?
What can you say of the surface and
the river systems of the state?
What is the average rainfall ?
What are the chief mineral products?
What is the leading manufacturing in-
dustry?
What is the average annual value of the
products?
Name some other important manufac-
tures.
What is the most important agricultural
crop?
What is the capital of the state? Is it
of any other importance?
Why are the following cities note-
worthy: Fort Smith, Fayetteville, Hot
Springs, Texarkana?
What are the opportunities for gaining
an education in Arkansas?
Name some important persons in the
history of the state.
Name the many important progressive
laws that have been passed by the state
legislature.
When was Arkansas admitted to the
Union as a state?
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